
BACKFLOW PREVENTION VALVE THEFT

Todd Hamilton (Cutler Commercial) and Meyer Turken (Turken Properties) have been appointed as co-chair of the 
McDowell Corridor Community Alliance (MCCA) ad-hoc committee on Backfl ow Prevention Valve (BP) theft. There are 
several things that you can do to help prevent BP Valve theft:

Install BP Valve cover cages with improved locking devices. We have discovered a cage which has been tested 1. 
by a large industrial developer. Here are the specifi cs:

The lock goes inside of the cage through a fabricated and reinforced • 
opening in the fabric of the cage. In addition to this, make sure that 
the lock and eye bolt are case hardened. See the photo. 
This kind of cage makes it extremely diffi cult, almost impossible, for • 
the perpetrator to get to the parts that he may be trying to cut. It will 
be much easier for them to go to another property than to continue to 
attempt to steal from you. 
EJM Development has used this particular cage and they said that • 
this has stopped all BP Valve theft. If you want more information 
about this, contact Victoria Wallace at EJM (602) 757-6426 \ 
vwallace@ejmdevelopment.com. She will gladly talk to you.
These cages are produced by GuardShack Enclosures and can be • 
purchased from many distributors in the Greater Phoenix area. Call 
Ed Toaspern at 602-426-1002 at GuardShack and he will give you a 
list of distributors.
These particular modifi ed units will cost in the range of $120 - $150 • 
more than the standard cages. We feel that this is a small amount for 
the protection that you get.

Other things that you can do to help prevent BP Valve theft:2. 
Use a case hardened pad lock: This makes it extremely diffi cult for the perp. to cut using either a sawz-all or a • 
hack saw. The puck type pad locks are also excellent
Make sure the eyebolt that is embedded in the concrete is also case hardened.• 
Paint the valves: This makes the scrap less valuable. Some property managers have had good luck with this.• 
Etch an identifi cation label on it such as your company name: This will make it easier for the police to identify. • 
Take photos of the damage. Make sure to date-stamp them and to record the approximate time and date of • 
theft.

Report any metal theft to the Police Department. 3. 
The offi cers that we met with stressed that even though they may not be able to immediately assist you - this • 
information gets collected and analyzed and is put to good use as patterns arise. 
The police want community involvement.• 
Call your local police department. They will connect you with the Metal Theft Squad. In Phoenix the number • 
is 602-262-6151.
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